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numbering sixteen towns in all,* combined together and
formed the Lombard Society, They resolved to resist
all new exactions of the Emperor to which they had not
been subject prior to the reign of Frederick I. During the
period 1167-1174 the League grew in strength and popularity.
The town of Alessandria was built in honour o£ Pope
Alexander, at the junction of the rivers Tanaro and
Bormida. By 1174 Pavia and Montferrat also threw off
their allegiance and joined the League which now included
36 towns and all the feudal lords of the Po valley. It was
governed by a body of rectors who represented the various
towns ; it had a common army; and its chief object was to
offer united resistance to all Imperial oppression.
This growing strength of the League excited the fears
of the Emperor who marched into Italy and laid siege to the
town of Alessandria which  the Imperial army contemptu-
ously called i the  city  of straw/    In  the spring of 1175
the timely arrival of  the League's Army   relieved the
situation and compelled the Imperial Army to raise the
siege, thus showing that the city of straw was indeed * the
city of iron.'   The Peace of Montebello, concluded at this
time, proved to be a truce and hostilities were renewed.   At
this juncture Pavia, the Marquis of Montferrat, and Como
returned to their allegiance:    Genoa and Pisa also helped
the Emperor.   This weakened the League but the Milanese
determined to lay down their lives in   defence   of the
* Oarroccio/ and a band of nine hundred of them formed into
'the Company of Death/ On the 29th of May 1176 the famous
battle of Legnano was fought iu which  the Company of
Death threw the Imperial Army into disorder.   Frederick
now finding it impossible to crush the  Lombard cities
	•	..
* These sixteen towns were :—
Bergamo, Brescia,   Milan,   Lotli,   Cremona,   Veronn,   Mantua,
Parma,  Modcna,  Trcviso,  Vieeiua,   Padua,  Venice, Fcrrara,
and Piacenza,

